Periodontics and prosthodontics: goals, objectives, and clinical reality.
Prosthodontics and periodontics are collaborative disciplines. A successful prosthesis depends on a healthy periodontal environment, and periodontal health depends on the continued integrity of the prosthodontic restoration. To facilitate this collaboration, prosthodontists should not only appreciate the periodontic implications of gingival displacement procedures and tooth preparation, but should be knowledgeable about the types of gingival tissues, osseous topography, occlusal effects, and their implications for abutment choice. Working as a team, the periodontist can identify for the prosthodontist a patient's periodontal strengths and limitations. In that way, the prosthodontist can then assume responsibility for a given treatment plan based on a mutual understanding of the critical factors involved.